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SUB J : SPORTS AND RTG POLICIES TOWARD CHINA 

REF: A. FBIS BANGKOK D180235Z SEP 73 
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D. TAIPEI 5809 
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SUMMARY: TO FACILITATE THE CAUTIOUS REALIGNMENT OF 
ITS POLICIES TOWARD THE PEOPLE’S REPUBLIC OF CHINA (PRC), 
THAILAND IS SUPPORTING PRC ADMISSION TO VARIOUS INTER- 
NATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, SUCH AS THE UNITED NATIONS. 

SINCE THE RTG SHOWS NO SIGNS OF ABANDONING THE REPUBLIC 
OF CHINA, RTG POLICY IS INCONSISTENTLY IMPLEMENTED. 
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ANOTHER TEST OF RTG POLICY TOWARD CHINA CAME DURING THE 
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SEPTEMBER 19 EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING OF THE ASIAN GAMES 
FEDERATION (AGF). WHILE THE RTG HAD ANNOUNCED ITS SUPPORT 
OF THE PRC ADMISSION BEFORE THE MEETING, IT APPARENTLY DID NOT 
EXPECT ROC MEMBERSHIP TO BE TERMINATED. THAILAND, MALAYSIA, 
INDONESIA AND THE ROC, APPARENTLY OUTMANEUVERED BY THE MAJORITY 
ON A MOTION TO REFER THE ISSUE TO THE LARGER AGF COUNCIL, 

STAGED A WALK OUT JUST BEFORE THE VOTE WHICH ADMITTED 
THE PRC AND DROPPED THE ROC. END SUMMARY. 

1. AS PART OF ITS CAUTIOUS RAPPROACHEMENT WITH THE 
PEOPLE'S REPUBLIC OF CHINA (PRC), THAILAND HAS MADE A 
NUMBER OF PUBLIC STATEMENTS THAT IT WILL SUPPORT PRC 
ADMISSION TO VARIOUS INTERNATIONAL ORGANIZATIONS, 

ESPECIALLY THOSE CONNECTED WITH THE UNITED NATIONS. 

REFERENCE A IS A TYPICAL EXAMPLE QUOTING "WELL INFORMED" 

SOURCES AS SAYING THAT THE RTG WILL NOT VOTE AGAINST ANY 
PRC PROPOSALS IN THE COMING UNITED NATIONS GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. AN AUTHORITATIVE SOURCE IN THE MINISTRY 

OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS (MFA) SAID THAT IN GENERAL ON THE 
CHINA REPRESENTATION ISSUE, THE RTG INTENDS TO VOTE FOR 
PRC ADMISSIONTO ORGANIZATIONS, VOTE "NO" TO PROPOSALS 
TO OUST THE ROC, AND ABSTAIN IF THERE IS A PACKAGE DEAL. 

2. THE RTG, WHILE PUBLICIZING ITS SUPPORT OF THE PRC, 

STILL TAKES AN ECLECTIC APPRAOCH TO EACH NEW CIRCUMSTANCE. 

BEFORE THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE OF THE ASIAN GAMES 
FEDERATION (AGF) CONVENED, BANGKOK NEWSPAPERS WIDELY 
REPORTED THAT THE RTG WOULD SUPPORT PRC ADMISSION. WE 
KNOW FROM A RANKING MFA OFFICIAL THAT THE THAI DELEGATION 
WAS INSTRUCTED, IN PART, TO ABSTAIN ON ANY RESOLUTION 
WHICH ADMITTED THE PRC, BUT DROPPED THE ROC. SINCE 
FIELD MARSHAL PRAPHAT CHARUSATHIEN, IN HIS ROLE AS 
PRESIDENT OF THE THAI NATIONAL OLYMPIC COMMITTEE, WAS 
QUOTED IN THE SEPTEMBER 18 ISSUE OF "THE NATION” AS 
FAVORING THE PARTICIPATION OF BOTH CHINAS IN THE ASIAN 
GAMES, IT IS POSSIBLE THAT THE RTG STRATEGY WAS TO GET 
CREDIT FOR APPROVING PRC PARTICIPATION, BUT ON A 
RESOLUTION WHICH DID NOT AFFECT THE STATUS OF THE ROC. 

PRIME MINISTER THANOM KITTIKACHORN REITERATED THIS 
STAND IN HIS PRESS CONFERENCE OF SEPTEMBER 19 WHEN HE 
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SAID THAT THAILAND SUPPORTED PRC ADMISSION, BUT TOTALLY 
DISAPPROVED THE EXPULSION OF THE ROC. 

3. A WELL PLACED SOURCE IN THE MFA TOLD US THAT THE 
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE MEETING WENT POORLY BECAUSE "WE 
HAD NOT COORDINATED OUR POSITIONS." THE STRONG DRIVE 
HEADED BY THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE CHAIRMAN IRAN, AND 
BACKED BY A MAJORITY OF THE VOTES, MAY HAVE PREEMPTED 
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A MILDER TWO CHINA RESOLUTION DESIRED BY THAILAND AND 
OTHERS. IN THE MINORITY, AND PERHAPS UNPREPARED FOR THE 
STRONG IRANIAN STAND, THE RTG DELEGATION TOOK THE 
POSITION THAT THE EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE WAS EXCEEDING 
ITS AUTHORITY AND THAT THE QUESTION OF MEMBERSHIP COULD 
ONLY BE HANDLED BY THE FULL 20 NATION AGF COUNCIL. THE 
THAI, MALAYSIAN, INDONESIAN AND CHINESE DELEGATIONS, 
DEFENDING THEMSELVES WITH THIS LINE OF THINKING, WALKED 
OUT OF THE MEETING BEFORE THE VOTE WHICH PASSED THE 
IRANIAN RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE ALL-CHINA SPORTS 
FEDERATION IN PEKING AS REPRESENTING CHINA. 

4. CONCLUSIONS: THE RTG IS HESITANTLY EXPERIEMENTIN G 
WITH POLICIES AIMED AT INGRATIATING ITSELF WITH THE 
PRC WITHOUT GIVING TOO MUCH GROUND. THIS DICHOTOMY 
OF APPROACH IS LIKELY TO RESULT IN FUTURE DILEMMAS, 
SIMILAR TO THE RECENT AGF MEETING, IN WHICH THE RTG MAY 
OCCASIONALLY BE GORED. 

MASTERS 
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